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STATEMENT OF TRUTH





Following amendment to the Non-Contentious Probate Rules on the 27th November 2018, the Statement of Truth (SOT) was launched. The procedure remains very similar except for the way the document to lead to the grant is signed.





The main changes are as follows: -





There is no need to swear an oath to lead to the grant instead the SOT must be signed by the persons making the statement. 





The jurat has been replaced and is now a declaration.





In cases where there is a will the will no longer needs to be marked by anyone (not even the persons making the SOT)





In cases where there is a will the date of the will must now be included in the SOT.





To assist further please see attached examples of SOT for :-





executors 





residuary legatees and devisees – where the executor has renounced





cousins german of the whole blood 





please note these are for guidance and must be adapted as necessary











New Applications:


from day of receipt in Registry to issue, 7 working days





Stopped Applications:


from day of receipt in Registry of all required information to clear the stop/stops, to issue, 7 working days





Please could we ask you to refrain from calling or emailing us to chase your application within the 7 working day timeframe








Since the introduction of the SOT  there has been an increase in the number of errors on the paperwork supplied, the most common ones are listed below.


Common Errors on Statement of Truth Applications


(SOT)





The wording  having made and duly executed the last will and testament bearing date the ?? which is now produced to the Court  omitted from the SOT for application where there is a will


Date of Birth omitted


Any other Wills (i.e. foreign) not enclosed


Medical evidence not supplied


1st named executor in the will not cleared off (i.e. predeceased, renounced)


True name and alias of deceased statement omitted


Copies of Lasting Powers of Attorney not enclosed


Executors/Administrators name and address missing.


Incorrect or no clearing included on SOT especially on intestacy


Renunciations and Powers of Attorney not enclosed
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